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S H A W N  H A L L  I S  A  N E W  O R L E A N S - B A S E D

interdisciplinary visual artist/painter who views her 
practice as an act of participation in the biological 
world through intuition and action. As a visual art-
ist, she observes and imagines the natural world in its 
various facets, often from an up-close and even micro-
scopic point of view. Working from the premise that 
everything is an event in nature—her field work, her 
painting, her walking, her breathing—everything con-
nects her to the larger world. To Shawn, what exists 
in this world within and without us is teaming with 
biological drama that we are just a small part of. To a 
large extent, her work is a kind of homage to this fact.

S
Untitled (Spring Pop), acrylic on clayboard, 30 x 30”.



Above: Untitled (Bloom Occasion), acrylic on clayboard, 30 x 30”.  

Opposite: Untitled (Euphoric Seed Event), acrylic on clayboard, 30 x 30”.

artist workshop, Site Specific Installation: Visual Art and Environmental Aware-
ness. Visitors will be able to view both the exhibition and installation, which will 
be on view from April, 23 through May 14, 2016.

“Shawn Hall’s painting is a reminder of the continuous unfolding of creation 
and loss that surrounds us daily,” wrote David Houston, executive director, The 
Bo Bartlett Center, College of the Arts, Columbus State University, in an essay 
about the artist. “Her seductive, organic fields of color embrace the slow but 
steady flux that is often overlooked in the gloss of everyday life. In embracing 
the ephemeral, Hall’s paintings are parallel representations of the ebb and flow 
of the natural world…Shawn Hall’s lyrical paintings remind us that words, con-
cepts, and images are but sophisticated points of reference to an intangible, ever-
changing world that may be briefly captured in thought and image, but ultimately 

“Shawn Hall’s abstract paintings are fixed animations—freeze frames of non-
static blobs, shafts, bubbles, coils, cells, and transparent cavities floating, puls-
ing, dripping, stabbing, and emanating from their own spaces to construct new 
worlds. These objects or subjects live somewhere between the realm of fantasy 
and pseudoscience and leave us wondering if we are looking with a microscopic 
or macroscopic lens.”				            

—Rhonda Lane Coleman, 
curator, art director, and arts entrepreneur

Armory Art Center in Palm Beach will be hosting the exhibition, Shawn Hall: 
Recent Works, showcasing a selection of the artist’s most recent 2D works. Coin-
ciding with this exhibition, Hall will create a site-specific installation, Species Act, 
with collaboration from the artists enrolled in her unique, four-day visiting master 
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represent an ongoing process of continu-
ity and change that is at the very center of 
the mystery of life itself.”

Born in Ann Arbor, MI, Shawn Hall 
has lived and worked in New Orleans since 
1997. She holds an MFA from the Mary-
land Institute College of Art where she was 
a Patricia Harris Fellow, a BFA from the 
School of the Art Institute of Chicago, and 
an AS in Science from Delta College in MI. 

She has been in residence at School 33 in Baltimore, LMCC in NYC, 18th Street Art 
Center in LA, the Santa Fe Art Institute, and Isidore Newman School in New Orleans.  

Exhibitions include the Contemporary Art Center and the Ogden Museum 
of Southern Art in New Orleans; Wolfson Gallery at Miami Dade, FL; N.A.M.E. 
in Chicago; The Hewitt Gallery and Bronx River Art Center in NYC; Van Brunt 
Gallery in Beacon, NY; G.U.M+D Gallery in Dallas, TX; Williams Tower 
Gallery in Houston, TX; The Red Arrow in Nashville, TN; and Chateau de La 
Napoule in Mandelieu, France. Her work has been reviewed nationally in Art 
Papers, New Art Examiner, dialogue, 
Hyperallergic and Pelican Bomb. She is 
a part of the permanent collection of the 
Ogden Museum of Southern Art in New 
Orleans, Linklaters Corporate collection 
in NYC, and numerous private collec-
tions throughout the United States and 
Europe. Shawn is represented by Cole 
Pratt Gallery in New Orleans, and The 
Red Arrow in Nashville. On View
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Top: Shawn Hall. Bottom: Installation in progress—Shawn Hall’s workshops provide students with  

a collaborative, hands-on experience building site-specific installations.

Shawn Hall works within a studio practice that encompasses drawing, video, performance, and  

interdisciplinary and site-specific installations such as Pastoral Universe (pictured above).
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